
February 16, 2007

  

Dear Friend: 

 
Today, I am pleased to report the House of Representatives concluded the first 
substantive debate and passed a bipartisan resolution on the misguided Iraq War. The 
resolution, which passed by a vote of 246-182, reaffirms American and Congressional 
support for the men and women serving in the Armed Forces in Iraq, but expresses 
disapproval of the President's decision to deploy an additional 20,000 troops to the 
country. 

I supported this resolution with the great hope that the process would signal an important 
step towards the end of the Iraq War. 

This war was ill-conceived, ill-planned, and so ill-executed that it has cost our nation 
almost $400 billion dollars, ignited a Civil War and further destabilized an already fragile 
Middle East Region. Most importantly, this war has resulted in the deaths of over 3,000 
of our bravest men and women and over 23,000 casualties. 

Sadly, 23 of our own New Mexican troops have lost their lives, and over 200 wounded.  
It has been with a heavy heart that I have spoken with their families, attended their 
services, and visited them on their road to recovery at Walter Reed Military Hospital. I 
am proud of them and proud of our state's strong tradition of military service. They made 
the ultimate commitment to serve our nation. 

These men and women enlist in the Armed Forces trusting that their Commander-in-
Chief will send them into harm's way only as a last resort, and only with a clear plan for 
victory. On both of these counts the President has failed our soldiers. That is why I 
believe it's time for us to redeploy our troops and redeploy them now. 

Today, the new Congress capitalized on the opportunity to send a loud, resolute message 
to the President that his misguided judgment must cease; that this war will now be subject 
to intense scrutiny and accountability by this Congress; and that he must heed the will of 
the American people, the overwhelming majority of whom now strongly disapprove of 
his handling of this war. 

We must not be a security blanket for an ineffectual government. 

However, the President's escalation plan is exactly that, asking little of Iraq's government, 
while putting the lives of our soldiers squarely in the crosshairs of Sunni extremists and 
Shiite militias. 



Our soldiers have done everything that has been asked of them, and more. They have 
served bravely and honorably. They have trained Iraqi forces to the best of their abilities. 
But they cannot be asked to calm the sectarian violence ripping Iraq apart without 
leadership from Iraqi politicians. Yet the President is asking exactly that. 

It is time to move our troops out of the middle of this Civil War. 

To read the full text of the Resolution we passed today please visit 
http://www.tomudall.house.gov/pdf/IRAQHCR_004_xml.pdf. 

For further information on any other federal issue, please visit my 
website at www.tomudall.house.gov. 

 
Very Truly Yours, 

Tom Udall 
Member of Congress 
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